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Mass Schedule 

Saturday Vigil:  5:30 pm 

(Satellite location:   

St. Margaret Episcopal 5:30pm) 

Sunday:  7:30 am,  9:00 am,  10:45 am,  

10:45 am (gym), 12:30 pm, 5:30 pm  Life Teen 

   Inspire spirituality Attend and participate in Sunday mass and 

Holy Days of Obligation 

Teach the Catholic faith Grow in faith and spirituality 

Cultivate an open and welcoming atmosphere Be welcoming to fellow parishioners 

Be good stewards of parishionersô gifts of 

time, talent, and treasure 

Share time, talent, and treasure 

St. Matthew Parish Covenant 

   Clergy, staff and ministry leaders will:                Parishioners will: 

¶ St. Matthew ministries are arranged into four 

major committees that contain most of the 

parish ministries grouped according to their 

major purpose:  

 Word (Faith Formation) 

 Service   

 Worship   

 Community   

¶ There are three other committees, 

Stewardship, Evangelization and 

Engagement, whose goals are intricately 

threaded throughout each ministry and touch 

each parishioner within the St. Matthew Faith 

Community.  

¶ All aspects of the Pastoral Committees are 

anchored by the Sunday Liturgy and our 

communal celebration of the Eucharist.  
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CALLED TO SHARE GODôS ABUNDANCE 
Share Your Gifts 

 

We are called by our Baptism to share our material and spiritual goods out of love,  

so that our abundance may remedy the needs of others. 2 Corinthians 8:1-15   

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

In reflecting on this 25th anniversary year for our parish, I am grateful for the generosity of the 

members of St. Matthew Church who have shared their gifts of time, talent and treasure over the 

years to remedy the needs of our brothers and sisters in Charlotte and beyond.  As we grow in 

spirituality, we recognize that our works are a necessary expression of our faith in Christ Jesus: 

ñIf a brother or sister has nothing to wear and has no food for the day, and one of you says to 

them, ñGo in peace, keep warm, and eat well,"   but you do not give them the necessities of the 

body, what good is it? So also faith of itself, if it does not have works, is dead.ò  WŀƳŜǎ нΥмр-мт 
 

Please visit our annual Stewardship Ministry Fair in the Parish Gym after all masses on the 

weekend of September 10-11, 2011. This year the Ministry Fair weekend coincides with our 

annual Covenant Weekend. In signing the covenant, St. Matthew parishioners are indicating 

their willingness to put their faith in action through spiritual and charitable works. At the Ministry 

Fair you can talk with fellow parishioners about their ministry involvement, ask questions, and 

determine how you can best use your unique talents in service to our ever-growing parish and 

the surrounding communities.  

 

On Ministry Fair weekend we will be distributing Childrenôs Stewardship envelopes to children 

attending the Childrenôs Liturgy of the Word sessions during mass. Childrenôs envelopes will also 

be available at the Ministry Fair. As the primary teachers of the faith, I ask all parents to read the 

instructions provided with the envelopes, instruct your children on their purpose, and encourage 

their use. These envelopes will encourage children to document their gifts to God, be they 

financial gifts or equally important, gifts of their prayers, friendship or kindnesses to others. 

 

This 2011-2012 Ministry Handbook describes our parish ministries. Please look through the 

handbook, attend the Ministry Fair, and prayerfully consider how you and your family members 

might be ñCalled to Share Godôs Abundanceò this year.  If you are unsure about what talents 

you have to share, you might consider signing up for one of the Living Your Strengths programs 

to discover and explore your strengths. (see page 17) 

 

May the good Lord bless you always and in all ways, 

 

Monsignor John J. McSweeney, Pastor 
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First Pastor Msgr. Joseph Kerin and Bishop John F. Donoghue 

 

St. Matthew: 

Yesterday & Today 
 
The first official masses for 

the newly formed Roman Catholic Parish of St. 

Matthew were held on November 2, 1986 at the 

Tower Place Cinema.  Six hundred faithful 

parishioners attended the two masses offered 

that day by Rev. Msgr. Joseph A. Kerin, the 

founding Pastor of St. Matthew.  In retrospect, 

it seems appropriate that the new parish should 

start its life in a home of celluloid dreams.  

This young parish would expand through the 

dreams, visions and energy of the faithful that 

God had gathered together in South Charlotte. 

  

Msgr. Kerin explained the significance of choosing St. Matthew as the Patron Saint of the new parish: ñMatthew 

was called from the tax collectorôs table just as all of us are called from our business - our busy-ness - to follow 

Christ.ò  As people came from various parts of the country to Charlotteôs burgeoning financial center, they sought 

new economic, educational, lifestyle and social opportunities.  They also sought a new spiritual home and many 

of them found it here at St. Matthew. 

  

The first parish census in 1987 indicated that there were 237 families registered at St. Matthew.  Following the 

humble beginnings in the movie theater a parish center was opened on July 22, 1989.  The gym had 750 stacking 

chairs to accommodate parishioners at weekend masses. The Parish Center emerged as the focal point of the 

churchôs growing mission.  It included parish offices and a Daily Mass Chapel.   Faith Formation classes, scouting 

activities, athletic events, dances and other parish gatherings found a home in the Parish Center. 

 

By the time the main sanctuary was dedicated in 1996 the parish had 2,109 registered families.  The Lord  

    was calling His people together in South Charlotte - ninety percent of whom had  

    moved to Charlotte from locations outside of North Carolina. 

  

    Bishop William G. Curlin dedicated the sanctuary on March 17, 1996.  Guided by 

    the Holy Spirit and through the combined efforts of the clergy, religious and  

    dedicated laity the parish had built itself a home.  The sanctuary is 33,000 square  

    feet with seating for more than nineteen hundred people.  The physical and  

    demographic growth was impressive, but even more impressive would be the  

    spiritual and social development of its members. 

  

     On July 7, 1999, Bishop Curlin appointed Reverend Monsignor John J. McSweeney 

    as the third pastor of St. Matthew Catholic Church, succeeding Fr. Edmund Walker, 

    a Capuchin Franciscan who had served St. Matthew for three years.  Under  

    Monsignor's guidance, plans were made to accommodate the expected growth of the 

    parish. In 2003 the parish completed a new Daily Mass Chapel (with warehouse  

    below to house our food pantry and donated goods), ministry building (the New  

    Life Center), Education Building (used by St. Matthew Catholic School), a  

    Columbarium and expanded parking. 
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Sanctuary under construction, 1995  

Our parish family has 

grown to over 29,000 

members in 2011.  It has 

become the largest faith 

community in the 

Carolinas.  In addition to 

the growth in our numbers we have been 

blessed through the gifts that our 

parishioners bring to our community.  St. 

Peter admonished us to always remember: 

ñAs each one has received a gift, use it to 

serve one another as good stewards of 

Godôs varied grace.ò [1 Peter 4:10]  Within 

its first six months of existence St. Matthew 

had completed its first food collection for 

Christmas baskets for the needy, trained 

ministers to provide loving outreach to the ill and bereaved, provided mittens for the Crisis Assistance Ministry, 

initiated a preschool program for 3, 4 and 5 year olds during mass and formed small faith sharing groups 

through the Lenten Ashes to Easter Program. 
 

Today St. Matthew Parish serves its members and the larger community through more than 100 parish ministries 

and groups.  It continues to be flexible and responsive to the changing spiritual and social needs of our 

community.  Some of the recent ministry initiatives include: World Food Drives, support for victims of disaster 

in Japan and here at home, increased counseling services for parishioners with a variety of needs, the Supportive 

Housing Interfaith Partnership that moves homeless women with children into homes, Worship Renewal 

initiatives, and a greatly expanded program of adult faith enrichment offerings.  As a tithing parish, St. Matthew 

continues to focus on giving back to both God and our brothers and sisters in Christ.      
 

This Ministry Handbook documents the various gifts the Lord has given and how we reflect our love of God by 

using those gifts in service to our brothers and sisters.  Msgr. John McSweeney, our pastor, always encourages 

us to: ñHave an attitude of gratitude.ò  Many of our parishioners practice this attitude of gratitude through 

offering their time and talents to those with physical, financial, educational or spiritual needs.  Please utilize this 

Ministry Handbook to make a difference in your life and the lives of those around you. 

ñConnected in Christ! Moved by the Spirit!ò is 

the St. Matthew Parish Vision Statement.  As we 

celebrate our 25th anniversary, it is essential that 

each church member becomes more connected to 

Christ through greater participation in the 

spiritual and social mission of the parish.  In this 

way you can ensure that the future of St. 

Matthew will be guided by the Holy Spirit to be a 

blessing to all who come into contact with our 

church. 

 ñFor we are His handiwork, created in Christ 

Jesus for the good works that God has prepared  

in advance, that we should live in 

them.ò [Ephesians 2:10]  

                  ~Thomas P. Corrigan 2003 building projects nearing completion 
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 WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
                     Convener:  Donna Shenoha, 704-608-1543 

WORSHIP MINISTRIES 

The Worship Committee ministries serve the St. Matthew Faith Community in the areas of            

private and public worship.  Private worship is a commitment to personal and communal  prayer 

time to build up the Body of Christ.  Public worship is centered on the Sunday Eucharistic 

celebration and other special liturgical events.  Many opportunities are available for those who 

feel called to take an active and often visible role by serving the St. Matthew Faith Community in the Sunday 

Eucharistic celebration.   Other opportunities are available for those who feel called to serve in a supportive, 

behind the scenes role in the areas of both public and private worship.  We ask that you prayerfully consider 

participating in only one public ministry at a time. 

 
 
 
 

ALIVE IN THE SPIRIT PRAYER GROUP    Barbara Gardner, 704-814-6771  
Meets every Monday evening.  Sponsors monthly Healing Prayer Services and yearly seminars. 

ALTAR  GUILD  Kathy Murray, 803-548-4273   
Volunteers assist in maintaining the order and cleanliness of the sanctuary and altar, and help in preparation for the seasonal  

celebrations and special events. Responsibilities rotate between several teams that meet on Friday mornings for one hour. 

ALTAR SERVERS  a Kelly Rose, 704-451-0679   
Assist the priest at Mass as needed with processions, blessings, rituals and readings. The ministry is open to all parish 

members in 5th grade or above who have received First Eucharist. Training provided.  

ARTS AND ENVIRONMENT  Marjory Dury, 704-246-8066  

This ministry creates an inviting atmosphere in the church 

throughout the year.  Its major responsibility is to decorate for 

Advent, Christmas, Lent, Holy Week and Easter. Creating new 

banners and upkeep of existing ones are ways that the ministry 

strives to enhance the Spirit in the church.  

CHILDRENôS LITURGY OF THE WORD  a  
Julie Wright, 704-491-1924 
A program that enables children in grades K-2 to have the Sunday 

readings interpreted at their level of understanding. Volunteers lead 

the children to the chapel during the liturgical part of the Mass for 

leader directed activities and group discussion. Volunteers are also 

needed to serve as ñshepherdsò to help keep order. 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION  a Joyce Wigger, 704-752-3645 

Volunteers make a commitment to spend one hour a week before the Blessed Sacrament, spending quiet moments of prayer 

and reflection with Our Lord. Begins Friday morning after 9am Mass and concludes at the 9am Mass on Saturday .  

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION   (aTeen)       

Dave Vasquez, 704-843-7965   Kellianne Nagy, 704-900-5700   
Volunteers distribute communion at all Masses. Training in St. Matthewôs procedures and scheduling 

services are provided for all who elect to participate.  Teens must be Confirmed and be at least a Junior in high school. 

GREETERS   a  Janet Garbison, 704-661-7849   
Smiling, happy, and hospitable parishioners are needed at every mass at all the doors to greet everyone as they come to 

worship with our community.  No special skills are needed and there are no age limitations!!  Please consider participating in 

this important welcoming ministry.  

MASS COORDINATORS    Janet Garbison, 704-661-7849 
Mass Coordinators will assist all ministers involved in each liturgy to enable a grace-filled worship experience for all in the 

assembly. 

MILITARY FAMILIES AND FRIENDS PRAYER LIST   a Regina Spika,  704-841-7855 
Volunteer to pray for a member of the military. Please call if you have someone you would like to have added to the list.  
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MINISTERS OF THE WORD   (aTeen)    
Barb VanHellemont, 704-846-1551, Kip Byrne, 704-365-1604 

Lectors have the privilege of reading Holy Scripture during the Mass. 

Training is provided. Volunteers serve on a schedule, reading once 

every four-eight weeks depending on Mass served. 

MINISTRY TO THE DEAF   JoAnn Van Camp, 704-543-8576 

Volunteers trained in signing interpret the mass each Sunday at 

9:00am, at holiday masses, and upon request at special liturgies.  Workshops for 

the deaf and hard of hearing are also offered. 

MUSIC MINISTRY    a    Kathy Bartlett,  

                                               Director of Liturgical Ministries, 704-400-2213   
Volunteer cantors, instrumentalists and choir members are needed for all Masses. Choirs 

include the Childrenôs Choir (grades 4-8) who sing at the 9:00 AM on the second Sunday 

of each Month from October through May. Rehearsals are on the first and third Thursday 

of each month from 6:00 to 6:50 PM in the choir room from September to May. Family Choir (2 or more members of the 

same family, under age 9 must be accompanied by an adult) and Main Choir (open to anyone from 9th grade to adult) can 

sing at 5:30 PM Saturday, 9:00, 10:45 or 12:30 on Sunday. Rehearsals are on Thursdays from 7:30 to 9:00 PM in the choir 

room from September through May.  Cantors are by audition only and must be active members of the choir. Watch bulletin 

for audition dates/times, generally in Sept. or Oct.  Musicians can participate in the Combo Band for High School & College 

students. This group plays for special liturgies and rehearsals are scheduled as needs arise.  

OUR LADYôS ROSARY MAKERS GUILD   a  Judy Enderle,704-708-9385   
This group gathers every six weeks for prayer and a business meeting.   

Rosaries are made by members on their own time, set aside to be with ñOur Blessed Mother.ò  All training  and materials are 

provided.  Our rosaries are sent to the Catholic Missions and the U.S. military, world-wide. 

PRAYER LINE   a  Joan Kelley, 704-846-8209     
Parishioners may make special requests for prayer which are passed on to this list of volunteers who  pray for those 

intentions.  To request prayers, please email joanckly@carolina.rr.com  

SACRISTANS    Tom Stevens, 704-841-7579                                                                                                             
Sacristans are responsible for the preparation of the Mass, insuring that the altar, sacred vessels, and gifts of bread and wine 

are ready before Mass. Work is done quietly behind the scenes and enables the Eucharistic celebrations to run smoothly.  

SEAMS OF FAITH  Dianne Huckbody, 704-843-0756                                                                                                                                                                    
Members of this ministry undertake sewing and needlework projects for the parish and community.  Knit and Crochet groups 

meet weekly, both daytime and evening.  

USHERS  (aTeen)   Dan Hines,  

                                    704-544-6665                                                                                                
The Ministers of Hospitality who are responsible 

for greeting parishioners at Mass, assisting with 

collections and Communion traffic flow, 

distributing bulletins after Mass and handling 

emergencies. 

VOCATIONS AWARENESS APOSTOLATE  

Ralph Sullivan, 704-849-9748 

This ministry disseminates vocations ñcontentò in 

sufficient frequency to allow those called to hear 

Godôs voice. 

WELCOME DESK   

Maureen Moore, 704-220-7806                                      
Volunteers share their time and talent at the 

Welcome Desk (in the Narthex) before and after 

all Masses to welcome newcomers and visitors, 

share information and answer questions.  

WORSHIP MINISTRIES, continued 


